FIRST OVER EVEREST
The basic conception behind the Mount Everest venture was
to show how flight may be one of the handmaidens of human
progress. It is hardly realised that without survey and maps
there can be no real modern civilisation in a country. Map
making is an essential preliminary to almost every form of
modern material activity, war-like or pacific, whether it be
economic, as the planning of a railway, or aesthetic, such as the
laying out of a park or pleasure ground. Nine-tenths of the
world even in the British Empire is unmapped or very roughly
depicted on maps.
Survey by air has a prominent place on its own merits as the
swift and sure instrument for topographical mapping, although
hitherto it has seldom, if ever, been used except at com-
paratively low altitudes. The deske to increase the sum of
human knowledge of Nature's greatest mountain stronghold
was the paramount object of the expedition.